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METRO AREA EXPRESS LIGHT RAIL — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 

896. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Transport: 
I have a supplementary question. How does the minister explain the Premier saying one thing and the minister 
saying another? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied: 
I know one thing: the cost of the MAX light rail project is in the billions and that is a one with nine zeros after it. 
In fact, it will cost a couple of billion. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGowan: Answer the question. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: In relation to — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I think I heard the Leader of the Opposition say that the Premier said there may be a delay 
or staging of some projects. 

Mr M. McGowan: MAX light rail. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No. 

Mr M. McGowan: That was the context in which it was asked. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No. The Leader of the Opposition’s problem is that he joins two bits of the conversation 
together and drops out all the bits in the middle. That is not how I heard the conversation. In fact, it is not how I 
interpreted what the Leader of the Opposition just read to the house. I heard the Leader of the Opposition say 
“delay or stage some projects”. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I heard the Premier say this morning—I have said it in this place and outside this place—
that we need to look at our asset investment program, and that is exactly what we are doing. Why? It is because 
we are borrowing too much money to fund it. Surely members opposite do not disagree with that because they 
come in here every single other day and tell us we are borrowing too much money. When we start doing 
something about it, they criticise us. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The facts are that the details around any revisions to timing or staging of any, some or all 
government projects will be divulged at the time of the midyear review. 

Mr M. McGowan: When is that? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Before the middle of the year. 
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